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150 years of Higher Education in Romania 

IMUAU Old Building,  Arch. Grigore Cherchez, 1912-1927 
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In 2014, the Romanian Higher Education system is celebrating its 150
th

 Anniversary. On 

the 7
th

 November 1864, Alexandru Ioan Cuza, Prince of Moldavia and Walachia, was 

issuing the decree by which, along with other higher education institutions, the 

“School of Bridges and Roads, Mines and Architecture” was founded. As such, the 

"Ion Mincu" University of Architecture and Urbanism is celebrating along with various 

technical, comprehensive and artistic universities the issuing of the law that 

organized, for the first time in the new formed country, The United Principalities 

(Principatele Române), the higher education. Since then, many Education Laws 

passed, and in the last 25 years, we probably have seen more changes in such a 

short amount of time then ever in the system. 

 

150 years of Higher Education in Romania 
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2014 – English language Architecture Diploma program to start 

2003 – Faculty of Interior Design is created 

2000 - by a decision of the Academic Senate, the name was changed to “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and 

Urbanism (IMUAU, UAUIM in Romanian) 

1997 – Faculty of Urbanism is created 

196- -1971 – Other buildings were added to the main old one, on the same central campus. 

1953-2000 - by a decree issued in 1953, the institute was named “Ion Mincu” Institute of Architecture 

1952, 14
th

 Nov - the Faculty became independent again, retaking the name of the Institute of Architecture 

1949-1952 - it was incorporated to the recently created Civil Engineering Institute and renamed Faculty of Architecture 

1948 - the Faculty of Architecture became independent under a new name - the „Institute of Architecture”  

1943-1948 - Additionally, a special program dedicated to the study of urbanism functioned  

1938 - the Academy of Architecture was integrated into the Polytechnic School in Bucharest, under the name of the Faculty of 

Architecture 

1932 - The first law concerning architectural education recognized its university level preserving yet the title of Academy; the 

same law regulated the use of the title of architect and the professional practice 

1931, 15
th

 July - the School was renamed the Academy of Architecture 

1912 – the first building of the School of Architecture is started (finished in 1927) 

1904 - it became an independent institution named the Higher School of Architecture 

1897 - the Education Reform transformed the private school into the National School of Architecture (financed by the 

government) as a part of the School of Fine Arts 

1892 - the Committee of the Romanian Society of Architects set up a private school of architecture under its authority 

1864 – by the Law issued by Alexandru Ioan Cuza, Prince of Moldavia and Walachia, was founded the “School of Bridges and      

Roads, Mines and Architecture”. Due to lack of funds, it was closed down shortly after. 

IMUAU 

Timeline 



15-17 May 2014, Istanbul 

Assoc. Prof. Beatrice-Gabriela JÖGER Arch PhD 

150 years: 

-    a powerful legacy  

-    an immense responsibility for the future. 
IMUAU Old Building,  Arch. Grigore Cherchez, 1912-1927 

IMUAU New Building,  Arch. Elena Voinescu and George Filipeanu1971 
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Leadership  - a natural quality for architects who, trained in an creative profession work with 

interdisciplinary teams and lead them, coordinate them, in order to achieve their goal, that 

is to realize their projects, their designs. 

In addition, the architectural education gives one a very important quality that of flexibility and 

capacity to adapt, to adopt and to include changes in continuing, in the same time, to 

pursue the initial goal.  

In that respect, I have to say that our school was fortunate enough to have, during its history, 

a series of leaders that knew how to pursue and to preserve their vision meanwhile they 

were, many time, constraints by various exterior factors. 

Leadership 

IMUAU, Bust of Ion Mincu 
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“The architectural education makes you a problem solver rather than a problem generator" 

(G.Saglamer) 

IMUAU Senate Hall, portraits and busts of old leaders of the school 

Leadership 
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One might think that architecture is a men’s profession. May be it has been like that in the 

past, or it still is for some countries. In Romania, it is no longer like that. Now, the 

number of future women architects is even higher than the one of men. 

Although until recently our University did not have women at top management, they were 

present in the school and in the professional life, ever since the first half of the 20th 

century. Let me speak to you about only two examples of women architects, which is 

also homage to the 120
th

 anniversary of their birth. 

 

Virginia ANDREESCU HARET (1894-1962), was the niece of Romanian painter Ion 

Andreescu, and the first woman Diplomed Architect in the world in 1919. Not only that, 

she had passed the admission exam at the Architecture School with the highest mark 

and her Diploma project was awarded the Prize of Ministry of Education. Her 

professional activity, along with her husband the engineer Spiru I. Haret (nephew of the 

scientist, educator and politician Spiru C. Haret who reformed the Romanian education 

system at the beginning of the 20th c.) illustrates the variety of architectural styles of the 

first half of the 20th c.: from classical works to Neo-Romanian style, following Art Deco, 

Modernism and even functionalist projects. 

 

Women 

Architects 
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Virginia ANDREESCU HARET 

(1894-1962) 

Villa Colonel Golici, Bucharest 1928 

The Palace for Tinerimea Română Society, Bucharest 1923-27 
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Virginia ANDREESCU HARET 

(1894-1962) 

Gheoghe Sincai High School, Bucharest , 1920-es 

St. Trinity Church, Bucharest 1927 

Villa Perianu, Bucharest 1932 
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Henrieta DELAVRANCEA-GIBORY (1894-1987) was the daughter of the famous 

Romanian writer, lawyer and politician Barbu Ştefănescu Delavrancea, and she was 

also among the first women architect in Romania. Along with architects Horia 

Creangă, George Matei Cantacuzino and Octav Doicescu, she was part of the 

generation of Romanian architects whose contribution to the formation of the modern 

Romanian architecture school was of utmost importance. The houses and 

administrative buildings she designed in a particular Neo-Romanian style for the town 

of Balcik, which was on Romanian territory between the two world wars and a 

preferred destination for holidays of the Romanian high society, and also important 

buildings in Bucharest, remember her professional career. 

 

Women 

Architects 
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Henrieta DELAVRANCEA-GIBORY 

(1894-1987) 

Pillat House, Balcik, 1934  

Eliza Bratianu House, Balcik, 1934 Border Guards’ Pavillion, Balcik, 1936 
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Henrieta DELAVRANCEA-GIBORY 

(1894-1987) 

Valcovici House, Bucharest, 1937 

Arapu House, Bucharest, 1930-es 

Hygiene Institute, Bucharest, 1932-39 
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Women in 

architectural education 

IMUAU, Frescoes’ Hall, frescoes by Olga Greceanu, Bucharest, 1930-es 
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In our school women leadership expressed itself by women chief of department, as the late 

Prof. PhD Arch. Sanda Voiculescu, Chief of Department of History and Theory of 

Architecture that now is named after her, and Prof.PhD Arch.Rodica Crişan, who was chief 

of Department of Technical Sciences and then Vice-Rector for Educational Problems and 

Research until 2 years ago. 

The present team of leaders  in the IMUAU has a number of 4 women department directors 

(out of 9 in total): Assoc.Prof.PhD Arch.Doina Niculae, at Study of Form and Design since 

6 years now; Assoc.Prof.PhD Arch.Mihaela Criticos, at History and Theory of Architecture 

and Heritage Preservation; Assoc.Prof.PhD Arch.Cristina Enache, at Urban and 

Landscape Design;  Lecturer PhD Arch. Cristina Şerban, at Interior Design and Design. 

Since 2012, two (out of 3) vice-rectors of the university, are women: Prof.PhD Arch.Ana Maria 

Dabija, vice-rector for Research-Development-Innovation and Assoc.Prof.PhD 

Arch.Beatrice-Gabriela Jöger, Vice-Rector for Image and International Co-operation. 

The fact is that, women leadership is not especially encouraged in our University, but the 

general number of women teaching staff is higher then the one of men. That is only 

showing the discrimination existing in a way in a professional area, education being 

regarded as more "suitable" for women then men, who, are more successful in the sheer 

professional career. 

 

Women in 

architectural education 
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- responsive to the fast changing values of our contemporary culture, of our every 

day life and attitudes;  

- sensitive to the incredibly fast development of informational technologies;  

- attentive to an increasingly unstable labor market and more and more specialized 

professional practice;  

- prepared to face the big variety of totally new materials and technologies;  

- aware of the rapid deterioration of the environment and the imperative necessity for 

a built environment less energy consuming and more sustainable;  

- sensitive to the traditional values and local identity. 

Responding to new requirements 

of a fast changing world 

An architectural education should be:  

In the present world in continuous change, full of various challenges that are different form 

those of other generations, how should the future architect be educated, how should the 

future of the architectural higher education look? 
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New Teaching Principles 

which would allow the future graduate to confront the 

architectural practice in a changing society where common 

demands tend to be permanently reformulated  

New Competences 

Responding to new requirements 

of a fast changing world 
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to emphasize ways of thinking transcending the limitation of current technologies, 

norms, methods, customs 

to teach how to think, how to learn, how to deal with processes and not so much with 

contents  

to teach fundamentals, not encyclopedias, to explain not to expose, to stimulate 

intuition, to encourage discovering through investigation and experimentation  

to stimulate thinking about future by selecting problems and issues that have within 

them the ‘seed’ for engaging the future idea 

to stimulate the student to re-assemble sequential information in a global building 

concept 

to teach ‘sustainability’ as a way of thinking architecture 

to privilege process oriented teaching methods 

to understand architecture as process 

to include life cycle assessment within design process  

 to consider old buildings as reusable resources 

to encourage the knowledge of local constructive culture and to valorize it in new 

construction. 
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Research by Project 

IMUAU Research Center for Architecture and Urban Planning, Bucharest 

In fact, all of the above means to 

encourage a scientific research-

type approach in every project, 

every design gesture, and every 

architectural gesture. 

Moreover, I said scientific research 

type because, in fact without 

naming it, every architectural 

project involves a certain amount 

of research. How to quantify it in 

order to be able to equivalent it 

with pure research? The answer 

is still not given yet, although, we 

are working at it because of the 

specificity of our field. 
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IMUAU Research Center for Vernacular Architecture, 

 Dealu Frumos-Schoenberg, Sibiu, 17c. 

In fact, the research by project would mean only a 

more applied research, kind of experimental 

one, not only at theoretical level. 

The architect is aiming to perfection in every 

project it designs. The only problem is that 

there is always a deadline, not for the mere 

project but also for the final building. 

Therefore, at one point, one must say "Stop", 

and stop the changes into the design. If 

fortunate enough, one can meet the same 

architectural program again, and, in that case, 

it can kind of pick up from where he left it and 

continue the improving from there. Of course, 

in other site, budget and sometimes even 

climate conditions. 

One can experiment in architecture by doing a 

project, and through a series of projects to 

acquire a professional experience that 

might be equal to a PhD research. 

 

Research by Project 
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IMUAU Studio, Bucharest 2014 

< Research by Project International Scientific Conference Poster, 

Bucharest 2014 

Research by Project 
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Moreover, by the recent European Directive 2013/55/EU that is changing the already well 

know one 2005/36/EU, for the architectural field a major change is the disappearing of 

the second stage of formation, the "Professional stage", which was a period of 

practice under supervising before acquiring the right to sign a project. 

The duty of the architectural education is therefore to replace it during the study years by 

more practical stages during school and other professional courses. 

 

Lifelong learning means not only to learn after one finished its studies, but also to learn 

from every opportunity given. To learn from a peer architect that is presenting his 

work, to learn when an architectural object is analyzed as an example of good design, 

to learn from the impact that good quality architecture has on us all. 

As my colleague and team leader, Prof.PhD Arch.Zeno Bogdănescu was saying recently 

at the Romanian Convention of Architecture and Design: >>> 

Research by Project 
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Architecture is, in fact, transposing 

into matter our positive thoughts in 

spatially and symbolically 

organization of life. 

An architect that is only an architect 

is not an architect. 

(Z. Bogdănescu)  

Research by Project 
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Universities Ranking 

IMUAU Main Hall Staircase, Bucharest 
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An issue somewhat more general but important especially for the Art 

and Humanities specialized universities is the universities 

rankings. 

As many other pointed out in different professional or academic 

bodies - AEEA/EAAE, ACE, EUA, IUA - the rankings are done 

mainly by exterior organizations, so in choosing the criteria they 

are following their own interest, not that of the universities. 

Besides, the comparison is done between very different 

universities from comprehensive to specialized ones, thus leading 

to huge differences in applying the same criteria and sometimes 

rising the rank of a faculty included in a better positioned 

university without that one to be really at that level in its specific 

field of studies. 

For example, this is the case for the Romanian Faculties of 

Architecture in Iaşi and Timişoara that, being part of bigger and 

comprehensive universities are better ranked within our country, 

thus leading to other issues, as differences in funding per student 

that is influencing the overall performance of one specific 

university. 

 

Universities Ranking 
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A new system, based on major field/domain, would be more relevant 

for a realistic comparison of universities, in domestic as well as in 

the international rankings. 

EUA launched just three days ago, on 12
th

 May 2014, the “U-

Multiranking Sistem” that represents the first step and a work in 

progress towards a more effective and realistic system of 

universities comparison and ranking. 

Until now, the factors taken in consideration in many ranking systems 

are un-favorable to specialized universities or to those not 

present in the, lets say, a top 30 of a survey subject. 

Although our university is not yet in the new system, I do hope that 

schools of architecture will be there for a comparison and ranking 

in the near future. 

 

Of course, it is not easy to make rankings and there will always be 

some problems but, a field related ranking, in order to compare 

similar institutions it would be a much better than the all-round 

one.  

 

Universities Ranking 
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Thank you! 


